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data and metadata
descriptive metadata
technical metadata
administrative metadata
Weinberger: metadata is what you know, data is 
what you don’t know

data content standards: what goes in a field and what 
value you use
data structure standards



Why are you cataloging?

Content  relates to what the object contains or is about, 
and is intrinsic  to an information object. 
Context  indicates the who, what, why, where, how 
aspects associated with the object's creation and is 
extrinsic  to an information object. 
Structure  relates to the formal set of associations within 
or among individual information objects and can be 
intrinsic or extrinsic . 

Anne Gilliland, “Setting the stage” in Introduction to metadata  
(Getty, online ed., version 2.1)



What are you cataloging?

work vs. image
how do you say it?

controlled form
display form

Core and CCO
Getty vocabularies
usually not in library catalogs though new 
generation interfaces like Primo flip name around 
(from “Palladio, Andrea” to “Andrea Palladio”)



user asks questions:

what?
who?

when?
where?
how?



cataloging supplies answers:

answers (CCO + authorities) in boxes (Core)
other answers: AACR/RDA
other boxes: MARC, FMP, Iris, Snapdragon
recording where your answers come from: in each 
field in XML schema for Core or MARC, or in your 
cataloging rules or authority records
cataloging and tagging

tagging by the “public” or by experts



authorities

depends on question (what? who? how? &c.)
standard lists and thesauri
facts (size and medium)
repository/source information



standard lists
name authority files:

ULAN
LC/NAF
Grove Art

pick lists in a database
tags/labels in social computing environments



thesauri
subjects: AAT, LC/SAF

variant forms of terminology
relationships between terms: broader, narrower, 
related

classification: ICONCLASS
captions which have been used

algorithmic connections in social computing
Flickr can make connections from context



other authorities
repository for art works
agency providing image
reference works, e.g., Thieme-Becker, Bénézit
standard text



what?

title
work type, related to cataloging utility

form term (Core)
MARC Leader
fundamental organization of database and/or search 
limit
relation to class



what?

subject
controlled vocabularies

LCSH = LC/SAF
tags

Library of Congress
steve.museum

reviews



screen capture of LC on flickr.com



screenshot of steve.museum

screen capture of steve.museum



who?

why rely on standard list?
preferred form: display version and indexing
variants
justification
relation to other entities (related, broader, narrower 
terms)









when?

Core 4.0: earliestDate and latestDate subelements 
should be formulated according to ISO 8601 standards 
for data content (http://www.cl.cam.ac.uk/~mgk25/iso-
time.html), i.e. YYYY, YYYY-MM, or YYYY-MM-DD. 
Dates before the Common Era (BCE or BC) should be 
entered with a minus sign (-) in the form -YYYY. May 
contain up to 12 digits to accommodate ancient dates.



where?

geographic names:
TGN

names in hierarchies rather than headings
LC/NAF (jurisdictions)

FAST experience with full forms rather than 
abbreviated qualifiers

LC/SAF = LCSH (ancient sites, buildings)
picklists



how?

thesauri:
AAT
LC/SAF
LCTGM
ACRL Rare Books thesauri
source of image


